Geography at Spire Junior School
Carriculum Statement

Intent ;o£ the Gw%m Caurriculum

The central aim of our school curriculum is to develop the whole child and shape their
minds for positive learning experiences about the world around them. We strongly belierve
in encouraging curiosity, exploration and developing a strong sense of self-identity.

In Geography, our curricuum aims to develop a fascination of Britain and the wider
world. with the hope that children hecome curious about how the world is different for
other people. We aim to provide children mith a skills-based and knowledge-rich
curricuum with strong links to all subjects, specifically science and fechnology.

We also intend on developing children’s ability to question and discuss how regions of
ﬂmwprldd%zr,or share similarities. Our aim is to dzmzlopdrul,drm’/szskilbsmzsziouim
the ‘Geography Skills Statement 2021 22" documentation, enabling them to use these skills
when @ppro@chin.g. Ay ,g,e,o,gfap}uml location.
Further to this, owr indent is o Promtaawi,dzr Wmmg,gﬂmnm%mﬂ&
cultures around the world as well as embedding a strong sense of British malues. We aim
to M@mdﬂldrmubouiihﬂrplmonagiobalﬁiagzwbd}wwihMMnﬁm
impack theirs and other people’s fubures.
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Our curriculum at Spire is carefully planned and organised so as to promote a deep
understanding of the projects and concepts that we comer through quality first teaching.
We do this by equipping our pupils with the skills and qualities they need to thrive hoth
within the curricuum and within the mwider-world.

Geography is taught regularly throughout the school during the spring ferm, within the
Explore’ project. The children will wse a philosophical question to help draw links with
the wider curriculum and guide them through their learning. Alongside this, there will be
six key concepts which will help focus the learning intentions. For example:
sustainability, equality and stewardship are addressed in Year 6 under the key
philosophical question of Ls it Ours to T.ake?. Other year groups will have chosen a key
Location or geographical issue fo study.
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Children mill be taught using a skills-based approach, but this will also be knomledge-
rich. These skills are replicated in every year group but are progressive as to create a
Puency of learning through their journey in this subject. Learning intentions will be
derived from these skills to inform future learning. Children will be taught skills in the
following areas of Geography (as outlined in the ‘Geography Skills Statement 2021 /22
document):

- Enquiny skille

- Map work

- Location and place knowledge

- Human and Physical

- Communicating their knowledge
When implementing owr Geography curriculum, we engage all pupils through Linking
ideas to a range of practical activities. Ouwr curriculum is also delivered through the
means of visits and specialist visitors to enhance our children’s learning experiences and
expose fo inspiring role models.
Children will also be expected to learn and remember key information (sticky knowledge).
This has heen selected by the class feacher and formalted into a knowledge mat. These are
shuck into children’s hooks at the heginning of the Explore’ topic and referred o
throughout the ferm.

Impact of the Geography Curriculum
We are confident owr curriculum is successful in the feaching and learning of Geography
ﬂ\rou/gh a Nan‘;zbg. /o% m,oruior,mg and. ,(f.ezdba,d( activities which have taken Pla,cz ﬂ"mou/gh
school.

For each Explore’ project a solo taxonomy approach will be taken to assessment. The
children’s geographical skills will be evaluated af the beginning, mid-point and end of
cach project. Each year group mill have their own assessment grid shich will be filled out
on an online document .and sanved on the One Drive for perusal by the coordinator and
member of SLT upon analysis.

Teachers are expected to continuously assess learning throughout lessons and therefore
the assessment of impact upon learning will be an ongoing process. This follows in Line

with the school marking and feedback policy, where most feedback will be given merhally
at the most immediate/ corwenient point.
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The impack of learning can also become evident in owr end products. Each year group
aims Yo showease their learning through an end-product. This can be disployed in many
ways such as producing a published magazine article, running a stall in the town centre
or working towards achieving an award for the school. Recently, one year group gained
the school the Silver Woodland Trust Award which irwolved demonstrating their

understanding of preserving local mwoods, helping to encourage wildlife to the local area
and. Umhng woodland. trails %or others to 2njoy.

Some children .across school have hecome Nz,r)a,zr\,g,a,gzdmm i,op,bos,ondh,w\/z gone on
to complete extra home learning tasks; some of these can be found on ouwr school website
aunder owr ‘Proud,p,a,gy_' ﬁmnmwdlmonmdmdmaTwiﬁerd.

Learning mwalks are conducted during the Explore unik to assess hoth the lenvel of feaching
and the understanding of knowledge of our children. This allows us to measure the
impact of our geography curriculum and make any necessary adaptations, mhich feed
into owr annual action plan. Alongside this, hook scrutinises are carried out bwice
throughout the ferm fo measure the impact of our curriculum, ensure consistency across
school and to guide good practise.

Some classes choose to conduct AFL opportunities by carrying out ‘quiz’ style tests to
measure the attainment and memory recall of children’s sticky knowledge. These quizzes
are written by teachers themseluves and are specific o the learning that is found on the
krowledge mats. It may include specific facts such as capital cities or names of rivers or
alternatively may ask more open-ended questions such .as ‘name one way we can help
stop plastic pollution in owr seas’ or ‘name a difference between Living in Africa and
England.’

Both pupil moice and staff moice are also use to measure the impact of learning in
Geography. Towards the end of the ferm pupil interviews are conducted to analyse the
recall of learning from children, to identify their favourite areas of learning and to
highlight any geographical skills that may need further work. Likewise, staff are given
time in a staff meeting to reflect on their curriculum planning and to decide what to keep
and bweak moning formard. This allows us to identify mhich geographical skills were




